ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
The pioneering work of Kaplan in 1966 Kaplan's article in 1972 focused on the rhetoric of writing which extended beyond the sentence level and analyzed writings on a discourse level. At that time, language specialists' focus was still on linguistics. Kaplan's (1987) assertion was that each language or culture has specific rhetorical conventions and that these rhetorical norms of students' L1 interfered with their ESL JONATHAN P. ERFE ** By writing.
Early studies on CR during the 1960s, 1970s and early 1980s were empirical or experimental, done by linguists who focused on error and contrastive analysis of languages and were based on student essays. In the 1980s, student essays written for other aims were analyzed cross-culturally.
Examples of these were the studies of Hinds (1983) and Eggington (1987) . In the recent years though, CR research has diversified its methods and included professional, In his book, Research Genres: Explorations and Applications, Swales (2004) purports that genre studies have had remarkable modifications since the release of the early volume of his series on the subject. Among these developments include the advancement in genre-based approach to academic writing. Swales (1990) presents the following definition of a genre in the context of English for specific purposes:
A genre consists of a class of communicative events, the members of which share some set of communicative purposes. These purposes are recognized by the expert members of the parent discourse community, and thereby constitute the rationale for the genre. This rationale shapes the schematic structure of discourse and influences and constrains choice of content and style. Communicative purpose is both a privileged criterion and one that operates to keep the scope of a genre as narrowly focused on comparable rhetorical action. In addition to purpose, exemplars of a genre exhibit various patterns of similarity in terms of structure, style, content and intended audience. If all high probability expectations are realized, the exemplar will be viewed as a prototypical by the parent discourse community. The genre names inherited and produced by discourse communities are imported by other constitute valuable ethnographic communication, but typically need further validation. (p.58) Bathia (1993) asserts that a particular genre has distinct purposes and patterns of discourse which are then determined by the discourse community to which the genres belong.
Richards and Schmidt (2010) define genre as a type of discourse that occurs in a particular setting, characterized by distinctive and recognizable patterns and norms of o r g a n i z a t i o n s a n d s t r u c t u r e h a v i n g s p e c i f i c communicative functions.
Moves are regarded as functional units in a text which contribute to the overall communicative purpose of a genre and contain linguistic features that can be analyzed objectively (Connor, Davis and De Rycker, 1995) . In analyzing moves, the general structural patterns of texts typically determine the series of moves made. Connor and Mauranen (1999) assert that normally, moves contain at least one proposition and they differ in length. Move types that manifest more constantly than others are considered to be obligatory while moves that appear not so frequently are regarded optional.
In addition, certain elements make up a move. Appearing in combination or in series, these elements fulfill the goal of the move to which they belong. Swales (1990) termed these elements as steps and Bhatia (1993) as strategies.
Unlike the research articles and dissertations which are common areas of research in the academic writing genre, the master's thesis has not received so much attention considering its significance in a Master's program. Samraj 
On Introduction Sections
A large number of studies have been conducted on the organizational structure of introduction section of research articles (RAs) (Swales 1990; Duszak, 1997; Ahmad, 1997;  target of capturing readers' attention to the article and secondly, introduction sections contain a more specified and predictable schema and have been better analyzed by applied linguists. Swales (1990) stresses that introductions serve to create a research space. A researcher's success in achieving such goal is attributed on a number of factors such as the nature of competition for the research project and publication in a particular area of discipline and region, the size and importance of the research issue and the writer's reputation (Swales, 1990) . These factors also contribute to the organizational structure as well as the length of the introduction section. Swales (1990) Step 1 Claiming centrality and/or
Step 2 Making topic generalization (s) and/or
Step 3 Reviewing items of previous research Move 2: Establishing a niche
Step 1A Counter-claiming or
Step 1B Indicating a gap or
Step 1C Question raising or
Step 1D Continuing a tradition Move 3:Occupying the niche
Step 1A Outlining purposes
Step 1B Announcing present research
Step 2 Announcing principal findings
Step 3 Indicating RA structure Swales' model presents three basic moves in introductions. In Move 1-Establishing a territory-the researcher persuades the readers about the significance of the area of study by making relevant propositions with reference to previously published works, which can be done in three steps: (Step 1,
Step 2 and Step 3), the first two are optional and Step 3, obligatory.
In Move 1, Step1-Claiming centrality-the researcher can achieve this step by addressing the discourse community that what the researcher conducted is part of a lively, significant or well-established area (Swales, 1990 in Safnil, 2000 . The following are examples of statements that distinctively demonstrate a centrality claim in introductions:
1. Knowledge of … has a great importance for… 2. Recently, there has been a spate of interest in how to… (Swales, 1990 ).
The statements above signify writers' assertion that their research is interesting, valid, relevant, classic and has gotten the attention of many other researchers. where the section where the researchers review significant previous research and situate them in the current study. Swales (1990) stresses that in this particular step, writers need to provide 'specification' (in varying degrees of detail) of previous findings, an "attribution to the research workers who published the results and a stance towards the findings themselves" to be able to establish a research territory.
1. X was found by Sang et al (1972) to be impaired. 1. The first group…cannot treat… and is limited to… 2. The method (upon which the present study is based) eliminates many of these limitations by… but it treats only (Swales, 1990 ).
On the other hand, Move 3-Occupying the niche, has the purpose of turning "the niche established in Move 2 into a research space that justifies the present study." (Swales, 1990) . In this particular move, researchers submit to validate or substantiate the gap that has been pointed out, fill the gap, answer specific questions or continue the established the tradition (all part of Move 2). Swales (1990) stresses obligatory Step 1 of Move 3 which can take one or both of the following:
Step 1A: The writers present an outline of their purpose/s and
Step 1B: the writers describe what they consider to be the main features of their research. The other two optional steps of Move 3 are the announcement of summary of findings ( Step 2) and description of the structure of the present study Step 1B: Adding to what is known
Step 2: Presenting positive justification (optional) Move 3:Presenting the present work via:
Step 1:Announcing present research descriptively and/or purposively (obligatory)
Step 2:Presenting research questions or hypotheses* (optional)
Step 3:Definitional clarifications* (optional)
Step 4:Summarizing methods* (optional)
Step 5: Announcing principal outcomes (optional)**
Step 6: Stating the value of the present research (optional) **
Step 7:Outlining the structure of the paper (optional)** To ensure reliability, the help of an inter-rater has been sought. Both the researcher and the inter-rater thoroughly discussed the individual codings made and came to an agreement in case when the markings differed.
In this study, moves and steps are considered obligatory when the percentage of occurrences is 60% above. In other words, such particular move or step appeared at least once in six out of the ten introductions being analyzed.
On the other hand, moves and steps are considered optional when they have 50% below appearances (0-5 out of 10 occurrences).
Results and Discussion
Apparent differences between the two corpora are observed at short notice. The Philippine corpus comprises a structured pattern that includes the following elements in order: background of the project, statement of the problem, significance of the study, scope and delimitation and definition of terms. Meanwhile, the American corpus follows a free-flowing structure with varied elements.
For the Philippine corpus, the following moves and steps are obligatory as shown in Table 1 : Move 1 Establishing a territory (10), Move 2 Step 1A Indicating a gap (10), Move 2
Step 2 Presenting positive justification (7) 
Sample Obligatory Moves and/or Steps Identified

Ph-3 -Move 1, Establishing a territory
Sample Optional Move and/or Step Identified
Ph-5-Move 3 Step 4, Summarizing methods
"The study will use two types of survey: The Reconnaissance Level and the Intensive Level. The Reconnaissance Level type will cover fieldwork and documentation of the history and architectural evolution of the buildings."
Meanwhile, three obligatory moves and steps are found to be evident in American master's thesis in Architecture as presented in Table 2 : Move 1, Establishing a territory (9), Move 3 Step 1, Announcing present research descriptively and/or purposively (10) and Move 3 Step 7, Outlining the structure of the paper (10).
Sample Obligatory Moves and/or Steps Identified
US-7 Move 1, Establishing a territory
"Before the Presidential Records act of 1978, presidential records were considered the private property of the 
US-9-Move 3 Step 1, Announcing present research descriptively and/or purposively
"This thesis will attempt to examine several issues in the educational system of interior designs at institutions of higher learning, including the historical development and evolution of the educational system itself. The focus will be on interior design, but it is likely that similar issues may be relevant to a number of other fields."
US-5-Move 3
Step 7, Outlining the structure of the paper "In Chapter 2, the difference between accessibility and universal design is explored."
The rest of the moves and steps, eight out of the total 11 elements, having five or less occurrences in the introductions are optional: Move 2 Step1A Indicating a gap 
Sample Optional Move and/or Step Identified
US-8-Move 3 Step 3, Definitional clarifications
"As new concepts, such as cohousing, gain popularity and emerge in Western society, it seems appropriate to discuss the terminology which will be utilized when discussing cohousing and the supporting topics which this thesis covers."
This move-analytic study as shown Table 3 These remarks may explain the way the architects or the designers think. That they may be too concerned with very complex and abstract ideas running in their mind, summarizing the method on how they would go about a particular project would not be a priority.
US-1 US-2 US-3 US-4 US-5 US-6 US-7 US-8 US-9 US-10 Total
Move 3 Step 5, Announcing principal outcomes
Architecture is said to be bent on seeing concrete reality Step 1A is obligatory while the rest are considered optional.
What could account for these disparities may be As a collectivist culture, Filipinos place value more on cooperation rather than competition and on groupdefined social conventions rather than self-expression or opinion. In the case of the introductions, a format is prescribed and followed by the graduate students.
Conclusion
This paper has explored examining the rhetorical moves 
